[Comparative studies on the morphology of the curvature of the protrusive paths in anterior and posterior teeth].
The occlusal surfaces of 20 class I probands were recorded during protrusion with an electronic profilograph. Using a circular template, a definite radius could be attributed to each of the recorded curvatures. The radii and angles determined relative to the occlusal plane showed characteristic regularities. Thus, the radii of the anterior teeth are longer than those of the posterior teeth. The longest radius was generally found for the canines. The same tendency, although less pronounced, was observed with the angles. These phenomena can be explained by the fact that the masticatory system involves both "biting" and "grinding". Evolutionary and embryological theories have also been included in the discussion.